Everlasting Lamp
Gar Akyung
(Translated from Tibetan by Riga Shakya)

—An elegy to Gen Pema Tseden, the founder of Tibetan Cinema

from a sky overcast with dark clouds

a rain of tears descends

the weeping that arrives from Lhasa
pierces the ears more sharply than the sound of a golden urn falling to

the ground

if life were to grant me one wish

may those heart stories from Trika resound once more

mortal time expires in such a way

perhaps it’s a sign of some earthly logic?

but, when it comes to life’s choices

it’s hard to tell if there’s any reasoning at all

your films made from light

are an everlasting lamp kept aflame by your accomplishments
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(written on May 9, 2023, in the light of my quarters)

A scene from Sacred Arrow, illustration by Kuranishi © Sernya magazine
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